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history as the {Day of the Camel'. Arab tradition tells how
the i Mother of the Faithful' rode her camel in and out among
the front ranks of her men cheering and encouraging them.
* In the heat of the action, seventy men who held the bridle of
her camel were successively killed ; and the litter on which
she sat was stuck with javelins and darts like the quills of
a porcupine.'

But the battle apparently went in Ali's favour, for after-
wards he advanced up the Euphrates to meet Muawiyah, who
was also determined to prevent his remaining in Iraq. An-
other extraordinary encounter took place. Muawiyah's forces
advanced into battle with copies of the Koran tied to their
lances. This proved so awe-inspiring a sight for the equally
devout Muslims supporting Ali that there was no alternative
to a truce. It was arranged that some sort of arbitration
should take place on the Iraq-Syrian frontier a year later, and
meanwhile Ali's troops returned dejectedly to Kufa. In the
end he somehow contrived to be only ineffectually represented
at the arbitration. Muawiyah assumed the dispute to be con-
cluded in his own favour and had himself elected Caliph in
Jerusalem, thus initiating the Omayyad dynasty. Soon after-
wards Ali's tragic life was ended by an assassin at the door
of the Kufa mosque.

Unhappily the sad saga of the Hashimite family does not
end there. The crescendo of tragedy in the Shiah tradition
is reached only with the death of Ali's son, Hussain, at the
battle of Kerbela.

Hussain's elder brother, Hassan, who was really Ali's
successor as pretender to the Caliphate, had meekly agreed
to abdicate and return to Madinah, where he also was
murdered by one of his wives eight years later. But Hussain,
whose ambition was stronger, was lured by promises of support
from discontented factions in Iraq into returning to the
Euphrates to lead them against Muawiyah's successor Yazid.
He had been falsely informed of the amount of support he could
expect, and, before he reached Kufa, encountered a force of
four thousand of Yazid's men. The horror of what followed
has formed the basis of the great passion-play of the East,
which arouses Shiah communities all over the Muslim world
to religious frenzy every year on the tenth day of the month
of Muharram. Hussain and his followers were almost